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Drear Friends n Chrint:
Unul 1t be thoroughly finished | .
On Ash Wednesday, the Church ealls ws to the observance of a Holy Lent . . but what

doer that really prean?

From: statistical observations, many of the faithfnl besin and end Lent with the best of
nteniions — the atiendance at Ash Wednesday services and at Elaster Masses i bigh and
involver most of the reglay family of the Parish. It i interesting fo wote, again from
statistics, that the number of the faithin wbo truly jonrney with our Lord throngh
Lent, and more specifically, throngh Holy Week is sadly lower than the wumber present
with Him at the beginning and end of His Pasiion.

(B amzest yepemmber that without death, there can be no ressrrection. Withowt (he
darkness of Masndy Thuriday and the agony of Good Lriday, ihere can be no foht and
av lzje on Baiter Senday.  And widmately, anieis we are williing io e with Cur Lord in
the upper roomy wnless we are wiliing 1o po o Gesthemane with ey nnless we are
willing so aeny Him with Peter; amlesy we are prevent ar Golgotha and ai the lomb with
Josebb in the davkness of Friday night, then our presence ai the open tomb on Easter
Day 25, at best, bhollow.

Our Lovd calls us to be with Him through Holy Week. Be there for Tenebrae at 6 PM
Wednerday, 19 March. Be there on Mawndy Thursday for Masr at 6 PM. Watch with
ovar Lord through the night in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  Be there for the Tres
Hora service at avown on Friday, 21 March. Be there for the Mass of the Presanctified
on Good Friday evening at 6 PM. Be there on Holy Saturday at 8 PM,  Awd finally,
be there in the light of Resurrection on Sundey morning at 8 or 10,

Heavenly Father, strengthen ws that we wmay know that when we are called o undertake
any preat plece of work, i is not the beginning, but the continuing of the sanse, wntil
it be thorouphly finithed, that yieldeth fhe true plory.”

Throngh Christ our Lord,  Amen. ~Jona Babbt




